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which a disturbance occurs." Blushing is thus to be explained in the same 
way as the reddening of the hands under compression. The process is 
physically conditioned throughout. 

In regard to ' emotional expression ' in general, Mosso lays down the fol- 
lowing principle: " Our nervous system is so constituted that during violent 
emotion its activity discharges itself in all directions" (p. 164). One con- 
sequence of this is that quantity, not quality, of stimulus is the important 
thing; that is, given the same amount of stimulus, the expression will be the 
same in any given organism, whatever the nature of the stimulating situa- 
tion may be. Another result is that the phenomena of expression are 
largely accidental, and arise for the most part simply because nerve force 
once liberated must expend itself in some direction. Both these results 
have an obvious bearing on recent controversy with regard to emotion. 

David Irons. 

Dante and Catholic Philosophy in the Thirteenth Century. By Fred- 
eric Ozanam. Translated from the French by Lucia D. Pychowska. 
Published for the Cathedral Library Reading Circle. New York, The 
Cathedral Library Association, 1 897. — pp. xv, 506. 

Among the many books bearing on the study of philosophy which have 
appeared during the last sixty years, Frederic Ozanam's Dante and Catho- 
lic Philosophy in the Thirteenth Century is certainly one which the stu- 
dent of the Divina Commedia will have occasion to hail with thanks. It 
places him at once where he ought to stand to get a proper view of the 
masterpiece and estimate it as a whole. It is not the wealth of commen- 
taries that will open his eyes to the true greatness of the work. These, as 
experience has shown, will but too often prove a hindrance, — embarras de 
richesses. All great works, from the very fulness of their life, gather about 
them an undergrowth of that sort, which the true disciple will know how to 
use or throw aside according to his needs. 

No other writer, perhaps, was better qualified by temperament and schol- 
arship to prepare the way for Dante study than Ozanam. His love for the 
Florentine exile was genuine. He was brought under his spell when quite 
young, on his first visit to Rome. Standing before Raphael's " Disputa," he 
asked himself what sort of a man it was whom the painter of painters had 
thought fit to place alongside of the Doctors of the Church, and he devoted 
the best years of his life to that study. In 1844 he was appointed for life 
to a chair in the Sorbonne, and about the years 1847 and 1850 he made 
the Divine Comedy the subject of his lectures. The readers of Dante and 
Catholic Philosophy in the Thirteenth Century cannot but feel the influ- 
ence of the author's professorial career. The subject-matter unrolls with 
that certainty of design and surety of method that distinguishes all scientific 
minds in the development of their theme. 

The purpose of the work is to enable the student to grasp at once the 
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whole plan of the poem and its raison d'ttre, and acquaint him with the 
causes underlying the historical and literary events of the twelfth and thir- 
teenth centuries, and thus explain the sources from which the poet drew his 
first nourishment. The work begins with the tradition of letters in Italy to 
the Latin decadence; it traces with sympathetic and characteristic logic the 
whole of the poet's life and sufferings. The story of this austere life, all 
intelligence and feeling, no one could have written with such robust appre- 
ciation but a kindred spirit. The interest never flags. Among the more 
engrossing chapters may be pointed out, in Part II, Chapter II, " Evil," 
Chapter III, " Evil and Good in Conjunction and in Conflict," Chapter IV, 
"Good"; in Part III, Chapter V, "The Orthodoxy of Dante" ; in Part 
IV, Chapter II, "Beatrice, Influence of Women in Christian Society" ; in 
the documentary section, Chapter IV, " Man," Chapter V, " Society, Phi- 
losophy of the Law." Last but not least of the merits of this work is the 
diction, clear, concise, chaste, free alike from flowery ostentation and foggy 
ambiguity. The Church of France has always had an eye on the rhetoric 
of its nurslings; they are taken through the Humanities, and if they do not 
always come out wholly sound in point of logic, they do, generally speak- 
ing, in point of good grammar and composition. 

In regard to the translation of this good piece of work, we can only call 
it admirable, both in respect to fidelity to the text and excellence of 
expression. The original has lost nothing by its transference into another 
language. C . R. Corson. 

Le realtime metaphysique. Par £mile Thouvarez. Bibliotheque de 
philosophic contemporaine. Paris, Alcan, 1894. — pp. 282. 

Metaphysical Realism is identified by the author of this work with meta- 
physical Rationalism. His aim is to show, as over against Scepticism, 
Positivism, and Criticism, "the absolute preponderance of reason over every 
other element in the world ; that reason is . . . the absolute principle which, 
independently existing, gives to spirits and things their manner of being 
and their being" (p. 10). Arranging the rational factors of experience in 
a synthetic order, he contends that each lower principle presupposes and 
finds its complement in the higher, and that the latter determines more pro- 
foundly the nature of the reality implied in the lower. Thus he discusses, 
with special reference to Scepticism, the principles of abstract thought — 
identity and sufficient reason, analytic and synthetic judgments, and the 
various kinds of inference; with special reference to Positivism, the forms 
of sensibility — number, space, time, and quantity; with special reference to 
Criticism, the categories of the understanding — substance, cause, end, 
duty, and the principles of aesthetic judgment; finally, the existence and 
idea of God as the highest category in the system of Realism. The ' dog- 
matic ' conclusion of the whole matter is " belief in the unity of all [rational] 
principles, in the harmony of world and spirit, in the regularity and con- 
stancy of all rational laws, in their existence in God, their guarantee and 



